






















The FREE-HoOLDER. 


after 
fubjé 
B {ped 
tigat 
lar | 


Quapropter, de fumma falute vefira, P.C. deve Fo! 
firis conjugibus ac liberis, de aris ac focts, def FO 
mis ac templts, de totius urbis tectis ac fedibu, S' 
de imperio, de libertate, de falute Patria, deque an 
umiver{a Republica decernite diligenter, ut infie % ¥0 
tuiftis ac fortiter.  Cic. mn 


nday, fanuary 30. 





Puls Day. having been fet apart by Publick JB 
Authority to raife in us an Abhorrence of [B® 
the GREAT REBELLIGN,. which in- a 
volved this Nation in fo many.Calamities, and. 
ended in.the Murder of their Soveraign; it my JR? 
not be unfeafonable tothew the.Guilt of Rebel- 
lion in general, and of that. Rebellion in pat- | 
. ticular which is ftirred up againft His prefent 
Majefty. 
That. Rebellion is one of the moft hainous 
Crimes which.it is in the Power of Man to 
commit, may appear from feveral Confiderati- 
ons. Firff, asit deftroys the End of all Govern: 
ment, and the Benefits of Civil Society. G0- 
vernment was inftifuted for maintaining the 
Peace, Safety, and Happinefs of a People. 
Thefe great Ends are brought about by a gene- 
ral Conformity and Submiffion to that Frame 
of Laws whichis eftablithhed in every Communi 
ty, for the Prote@tion. of the Innocent, and the 
Punifhment of the Guilty. As on the one Side. 
Men are fecured the quiet Poffeffion: of their 
Lives,, Properties, and every Thing they have 
a Right to: Soon the other Side, thofe a 
omer 
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oferthem any Injury in thefe Particulars, are 
fubjeét to” Penalties proportioned to their re- 


fpettive Offences. Government therefore mi- 


tigates.the Inequality of Power among particu- 
lar Perfons, and makes an innocent Man, tho’ 
ofthe foweft Rank, a Match for the Mightiett 
of his Fellow-Subjeéts; fince he has the Force 
of the whole Community on his Side, which 
is ableto controul the Infolence or Injuftice of 
any private Oppreffor. Now Rebellion. difap- 
points: all thefe Ends and Benefits of Govern- 
ment, by raifing a Power in Oppofition to that 
Authority which has been eftabliflied among a 
People for. their murual Welfare and Defence. 
So thatRebellion is. as great an Evil to Society, 
avGovernment. itfelfis.a Bleffing. 

Inthe next Place, Rebellion is a Violation of 
albthofe:Enpagements , which every Govern- 
ment exagts tromifach Perfons as live underit ; 
audsconfequently, the moft bafe and pernicious 
lnitance ot Treachery. and Perfidioufnefs. The 
Guiltof. Rebellion Increafes iq Proportion as 
thele 1Engagements are more Solemn :and Ob- 
ligatory.) “hus if a Man. makes his’ Way to 
Rebellion, through Perjury, -he-giwes. additional 
Hortors.to that Grime, which isin itfelf of the 
blackeft Nature. 7 ev iatouci 

Weenlaylikéwife confider Rebellion as a 
greater. Complication:of Wickednefs than any 
othes Crime we. canicommit.. Iris big with 
Rapine,» Suorilege, and Murder: / It.is.dreadiok 
0.6 mikdeth Brees, tas-ic impovbrifhesithe ub : 
lickg nuisis particulapdiamilies ;; begets-and-per- 
Petwates(iHatreds ‘ amongiuFellow 1 Subjedts ; 
FrigndsjsdndRelations ; inakesa Countrey ‘the 
Stat of War: andi Defolation)! andsexpofes it to 
the Atcempts. of:its-foreig’ Enemies. «In thor, 
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as it is impofflible for it to take Effeét, orto 
make the fmalleft Progrefs, but through a con. 
tinued Courfe of Violence and Bloodhed; 4 
Robber or a Murderer looks like an Innocen 















































Man, when we compare him with a Rebel. cal 
I fhall only add, that as in the Subordinat- BB we 
ons of a Government the King is offended by Bh, 
any Infults or Oppofitions to an inferior Magi- the 
ftrate ; fo the Soveraign Ruler of the Univert Hy) 
is affronted by a Breach of Allegiance to thofe fs 
whom he has fet over us; Providence having R 
delegated to the Supream Magiltrate in every By 
Countrey the fame Power for the Good of f 
Men, which that Supreme Magiftrate transfers ; 
to thofe feveral Officers and Subftitutes who at ¢ 
— Him, for the preferving of Order and Ju- 
ice. 


Now if we take a View of the prefent Rebel- 
lion which is formed againft His Majefly, we 
fhall find in it all the Guilt that is naturally inhe- 
rent in this Crime, without any fingle Circum- 
fiance to alleviate it. Infurre€tions among 4 
People to refcue themfelves from the moft vio- 
lent and illegal Oppreffions ; to throw offa T)- 
ranny that makes Property precarious, and Lite 
painful ; to preferve their Laws and their Rell- 
gion to themfelves and their Pofterity; are ¢X- 
cufed from the Neceffity of fach an Underta- 
king, when no other Means are left for the Se- 
curity of every Thing that is dear and valuable 
to reafonable Creatures. By the Frame of out 
Conftitution, the Duties of Prote@ion and Alle- 

lance are reciprocal; and as the Safety of 3 

mmuaity is the ultimate End and Defign o! 
Government, when this, inftead of being pre 
ferved, is manifeftly deftroy’d, Civil Societies 
are excufable before God and Man, if they en- 
dcavour 
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deavour to recover themfelves out of fo mifera- 
ble a Condition. For in fuch a Cafe Govern- 
ment becomes an Evil inftead of a Bleffing, and 
is not at all preferable to a State of Anarchy 
and mutual Independence. For thefe Reafons, 
we have fcarce ever yet heard of an Infurreétion 
that was not either coloured with Grievances of 
the higheft Kind, or countenanced by one or 
more Branches of the Legiflature. But the pre- 
fent Rebellion is form’d againft a King, whofe 
Right has been eftablifh’d by frequent Parlia- 
ments of all Parties, and recogniz’d by the moft 
folemn Oaths ; who has not been charged with 
one illegal Proceeding ; who aéts in perfeét Con- 
cert with the Lords and Commons of the Realm; 
who is famed for his Equity and Goodnefs, and 
has already very much advane’d the Reputation 
and Intereft of our Countrey. The Guilt there- 
fore of this Rebellion has in it all the moft ag- 
gravating Circumftances ; which will ftill ap- 
pear more plainly, if we confider in the firft 
Place the real Motives to it. | 
The Rebellion, which was one of the moft 
flagitious in itfelf, and defcrib’d with the moft 
Horrour by Hiftorians, is that of Cariline and 
his Affociates. Their Motives to it are difplay’d 
at large by the Roman Writers, in order to in- 
fpire the Reader with the utmott Deteftation of 
it. Catiline the Chief of the Rebellion, had 
been difappointed in his Competition for one of 
the firft Offices in the Government, and, had in- 
Volved himfelf in fuch private Debts and Diffi- 
Culties, as nothing could extricate him out of, 
but the Ruin of an Adminiftration that-would 
hot entruit him with Pots of Honour or Profit. 
's (principal Accomplices, were Men .of the 
fame Character, and animated by the fame In- 
) centives, 
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centives. They complained that Power was 
lodged in the Hands of the Wortt, to the Op- 
prefiion of the Beft; and that Places were con- 
ferred on unworthy Men, to the Exclufion of 
themfelves and their Friends. Many of them 
were afraid of publick Juftice for paft Crimes, 
and fome of them ftood a@tually condemned as 
Traitors to their Countrey. Thefe were joined 
by:Men of defperate Fortunes, who hoped to 
find their Account in the Confutions of their 
Countrey, were applauded by the meaneft of the 
Rabble, who always delighted in Change, and 
privately abetted by Perfons of a contiderable 
Figure, who aimed at thofe Honours and Preter- 
ments which were in the Poffeffion of their Ri- 
vals. Thefe are the Motives with which Cat- 
line’s Rebellion is branded in Hiftory, aud which 
are exprefily mentioned by Sal/uft. 1 fhall leave 
itto every unprejudiced Reader to compare them 
with the Motives which have kindled the prefent 
Rebellion in His Majefty’s Dominions. 

As this Rebellion is of the moft criminal Nx 
ture from its Motives, fo it is likewife if we 
confider its Confequences. Should it Succeed, 
(a Suppofition which, God be thanked, is very 
extravagant) what muft be the natural Effects 
of it upon our Religion! What could we expect 
from an Army, bleft by the Pope, headed by 4 
zealous Roman -Catholick, encouraged by the 
moft bigotted Princes of the Church of Kome, 
fupported by Contributions not only from thele 
feveral Potentates, but from the Wealthielt of 
their Convents , and officer’d by Trifh Papilts 
and Outlaws ! Can we imagine that the Romas- 
Catholicks of our own Nation would fo heartily 
embark in an Enterprize, to the vifible Hazat 
of their Lives and Fortunes, did they only hope 
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to enjoy their Religion under thofe Laws which 
are now in Force? In fhort, the Danger to the 
Proteftant Caufe is fo manifeft, that it would be 
an Affront to the Underftanding of the Reader 
to eiideavour farther to prove it. 

Arbitrary Power is fo interwoven with Pope- 
ry, and fo neceffary to introduceit, fo agreeable 


tothe Education of the Pretender, fo conforma- 


ble to the Principles of his Adherents, and fo 
natural to the Infolence of Conquerors, that 
fhould our Invader gain the Soveraign Power 
by Violence, there is no doubt but he would 
preferve it by Tyranny. I fhall leave to the 
Reader’s own Confideration, the Change of 
Property in general, andthe utter Extinction of 
it in our National Funds, the Inundation of No- 
bles without Eftates, Prelates without Bifho- 
pricks, Officers Civil and Mi£ilitary without 
Places ; and in fhort, the feveral Occafions of 
Rapine and Revenge, which would neceflarily 
enfue upon fuch a fatal Revolution. But by 
the Blefling of Providence, and the Wifdom of 
His Majefty’s Adminiftration, this melancholly 
Profpeét is as diftant as it is dreadful. 

Thefe are the Confequences which would 
neceflarily attend the Succefs of the prefent 
Rebellion. But we will now fuppofe that the 
Event of it fhould for fome time remain Doubt- 
ful. In this Cafe we are to expeé all the Mife- 
nes of a Civil War: Nay, the Armies of the 
greateft Foreign Princes would be fubfifted, and 
all the Battels of Erope fought in Exgland. The 
Rebels have already fhewn us., that they want 
no Inclination to promote their Caufe by Fire 
and Sword, where they have an Opportunity of 
practifing their Barbarities. Should fuch a fierce 
and rapacious Hoft of Men, as that which is 
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now in the Highlands, fall down into our Coun: 
trey, that is fo well Peopled, adorned and cul- 
tivated, how would their March be diftinguith- 
ed by Ravage and Devaftation! Might not we 
fay of them in the fublime and beautiful Words 
of the Prophet, defcribing the Progrefs of an 
enraged Army from the North ; Before themis 
-as the Garden of Eden , and behind them as the 
defolate Wildernefs 5 yea, and nothing fhall efcape 
them. 

What then can we think of a Party, who 
would plunge their native Countrey into fuch 
Evils as thefe; when the only avowed Motive 
for their Proceedings isa Point of Theory, that 
has been already determined by thofe who are 
proper Judges, and in whofe Determination we 
have fo many Years acquiefced. If the Cala- 
mities of the Nation in General can make n0 
Impreffion on them, let them at leaft, in Pity 
to themfelves, their Friends and Dependents, 
forbear all open and fecret Methods of Encov- 
raging a Rebellion, fo deftruétive, and fo un- 
provoked. All human Probabilities are againtt 
them ; and they cannot expect Succefs, but from 
a miraculous Interpofition of the Almighty. 
And this we may with all Chriftian Humulity 
hope, will not turn againft us, who obterve 
thofe Oaths which we have made in His Pre- 
fence ; who are zealous for the Safety of that 
‘Religion, which we think moft acceptable in 
His Sight; and who endeavour to preferve that 
Conftitution which is moft-conducive to the 
Fappinefs of our Countrey. 
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